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Abstract 

To most people in our society including well – educated ones, an Artist is 
someone who draws and paints.  Drawing and painting thus appear to them 
as products of lawless activity of self- expression.    This is the result of 
wrong traditional and academic attitude towards art.  In some cases, even 
the average graduate of a University remains abjectly ignorant of art.  If 
proper understanding of art had been and better instruction of art followed in 
our schools, much would have been done to redeem the subject from neglect 
it has always suffered in our society.  Based on the perception the society 
has on Visual Art, the paper attempts to address the issues on our curriculum 
planning and development, societal influence and visual art as a profession. 
 

Art has been in existence since the world was created.  There were records of arts like 
painting and engraving made by the pre-historic people found in some parts of the world by modern 
researchers.  It shows the way pre-historic people lived their lives in religion and believed in some 
sort of survival after death.  All these facts have come to light through art works.  Art has such an all 
important influence on people’s lives that it would be almost impossible to imagine the world in 
which people live in without evidence of art activities. The people of Nigeria are known for creative 
art works of immense beauty.  However, Nigeria as a country is known for her rich culture, legend 
poetry to her sculpture among the world of artiste in the world. 
 
Statement of Problem 
 To most people in our society, Visual Art is a product of lawless activity of self-expression 
even to well-educated ones.  This profession is not fully recognized in our institution or society 
because of lack of well developed curriculum planning. 
 
Objective of the Study 

The objective of the study is to change the attitude of our society including those of the well-
educated ones towards Visual Art for them to see it as a profession and not as a product of lawless 
activity. 

A proper understanding of Visual Art will be made and better instructed and followed in our 
school and society to redeem the subject or course from neglect it has always suffered in our society 
with the proper planning and development of our curriculum. 
 
Visual Art 

If a study of art is to be made, it is necessary to know what art is and how it affects life and 
society.  Visual art is not a subject with definite limits but rather it is an aspect of mental 
development, which is all embracing.  It is imaginative, creative and aesthetic.  Any attempt to define 
Visual Art cannot adequately embrace all that it stands for.  To the ancient Greeks and Romans, what 
art stood for included not only aesthetic knowledge but also purely utilitarian ones such as History, 
Geography, Literature and Philosophy (Americana, 1987 Vol.13).  Others speaks of language arts to 
mean the related knowledge of listening, speaking, reading and writing.  We can say that a person that 
knows and practices that art of basket weaving, playing the flute, making pottery.  In this way, there 
are many arts as many as there are kinds of specialized activities of human beings.  Therefore, Visual 
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Art can be defined as a self-expression.  But for this expression to be really artistic, it must create 
pleasing forms which satisfy our sense of beauty (Wanngboje, 1982). 
 
Curriculum 

There are many meanings attached to the word “Curriculum”.  It is often loosely used to mean 
syllabus, list of subject, course of study, topic, items of knowledge to be covered, or viewed  as 
content.   A curriculum is much wider than a syllabus.  A syllabus is only a part of the total 
curriculum in its broadest sense.  A curriculum is concerned not so much with prescribing the 
knowledge to be acquired as with the area of learning experiences to be organized by the teacher, both 
within and outside the school to enable pupils adopt a positive attitude to learning, to acquire and 
apply knowledge and skills, and to develop their tastes and balanced sense of values (Comb, 1985). 
 
Curriculum Planning 

These involve making choices as to the learning experiences which are appropriate and 
desirable for the children of a given society.  Thus, curriculum planning may be defined simply as the 
process of building a programme of learning experience calculated to result in the attainment of set 
goals for a particular people.   The general purpose of curriculum planning is to design a programme 
of education for society which can foster its ideals and values and lead to the maximum attainment of 
its social, economic and other needs and goals (Comb, 1985). 
 
Curriculum Development. 

A curriculum is an educational programme of experience offered to the learner under the 
guidance of the school in order to effect certain changes in his behaviour.  A n educational programme 
like any activity depends on proper planning for its success.  Teachers need to establish very clearly 
what they are trying to achieve with their pupils, then to decide how they hope to do this and finally to 
consider how successful they have been in their attempt (Emeruwa, 1981). 
 
Curriculum , Planning and Development 

The school’s curriculum is the totality of all the learning experiences students are exposed to 
that will enable them to participate in the world around them.  Therefore, it must contain the widest 
possible range of activities both active and passive, which have the capacity to attract interest, 
appreciation and participation. Planning a curriculum requires knowledge of the community (Comb, 
1983).  Therefore, a curriculum for art must be pertinent, cognized of current problem, attractive as 
well as interesting (Fatimah, 2004). 
 
Factors Influencing Curriculum Planning in Visual Art 

Certain factors influence the development and planning of an art curriculum and they include 
the following:- 
Societal influence  What is done in the school is highly influenced by society, the school reflects the 
society in which it is located thus, the art curriculum must reflect and start from the art found in the 
locality to those of other locations.  Societal influence is also reflected in social, cultural, economic, 
educational, historical, political situations and aspiration of the people.  In most of our curriculum 
planning the societal belief and values are not reflected. 
 
Social Influence The social needs of the people must be considered.  All the languages/tribes  in 
Nigeria have their traditional costumes for social functions and those should be reflected in our 
curriculum. 
 
Cultural Influence The beliefs and values of the people are very important and must be considered in 
planning the art curriculum.  For example, costumes and tribal marks identify the tribe you belong to. 
 
Economic Influence The need of the society has to be analysed viz; are teachers needed , factories, 
weavers, Accountant, Scientist etc.  The businessmen in the community can contribute immensely 
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here.  It has been well said that the greatness or fame of any country lies in her creative potential and 
cultural stability.  If this assertion is true then the artist and his works have contributed and are still 
contributing in no small way to the economic development of the society and the country at large 
because most of the innumerable, flashing and aesthetically acceptable items of this country have 
passed through certain creative minds as pieces of art.  Such items include house hold utensils such as  
ceramics (tea set, jugs, etc.), tiles, textile products, paintings, e.t.c. These are essentially sold on 
commercial basis and to a great extent earn foreign exchange for the artists and the society as a whole, 
thereby reducing total dependency on other society and countries.   
 
Historical Influence The history of the society is must in developing a curriculum knowledge of ones 
history, makes people aware and appreciative of their origins.  It also makes them appreciate other 
cultures and history.  Keeping record is very important in our curriculum because there are a lot of 
languages in our society that were not documented except for the three major languages.   
 
Political Influence Awareness of the society’s political aspiration should be inculcated into the 
learners, to make them patriotic citizens.  It is stating the obvious to say that Art is a necessity for both 
social and political development of a nation.  These include; enlightenment, advertisement, correction 
of social ills, campaign strategies, teaching aids national identification etc.  In fact, in art, there is 
economy of words, time and space and yet the most effective way of communication. 
 
Religious Influence Is one of the factors that influence curriculum planning in visual art.  Art has 
performed a great function in the society.  In our traditional religious worship, the artist is called upon 
to produce small gods or representation of the greater God who serve as intermediaries between man 
and God.  These gods are produced in clay, wood, stone; etc.  

 
 To the Christians a series of illustrations both pictorial and sculptural are used in the different 

aspects of the religion.  For example some Bibles have pictures in them; there are some wall 
paintings, relief and carvings in some churches.  In most of the mosques there are inscription of 
Arabic words on the wall of the mosques by artist with the use of paint. These draw the attention of 
pupils if they are included in the curriculum planning. 

 
Learner The learner is an important factor influencing the planning of curriculum. It is basically 
designed for the consumption of the learner.  The needs level of development (Chromatically and 
mentally), interest, sex and its role in the society of the learner are all sources of input in designing an 
art curriculum both in the area of theory as well as practical. 
 
Social Condition and Problems The learners are likely to encounter these factors, which are to be 
considered; for example areas of professional specialization, job opportunities etc. 
 
Subject Specialist These are to be consulted before planning an art curriculum.  In fact they should 
be a part of the organizational planning committee.  They provide valuable information and are up-to-
date in their disciplines and are aware of areas to be developed or to be included in the programme. 
 
Philosophy Guiding the actual policy on education as regards to Art.  This is another factor that 
influences the drawing up of the curriculum.  This is sourced from societal ideologies based on 
cultures of the society, politically and religiously etc. 
 
Curriculum Development for Visual Art 
Curriculum development involves all or some of the following:- 
1. Who Plans Our Curriculum for Art? 

A curriculum planning team comprising Visual Art Teachers, Art Education Inspectors, 
Principals –Administrators, the Business group, Religious bodies and in some cases external(Things 
that are alien to the society or when there are no specialist, such as Art therapist) form the 
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organizational body in developing the curriculum.  The teacher is the taproot of curriculum 
development, because he is the person to deal with the students.  He is the enforcer. He knows the 
problems and changes taking place within the society because he lives in it. 

 
The subject inspector visits schools to regulate and the inspector collects the curriculum data 

from the centre to the school, and negotiates for the staffing and materials to be used in implementing 
the curriculum organizations such as religious bodies that teach morals are also stake holders in 
developing the curriculum of art education or visual art.  The business groups give information on the 
society, thus their request is considered in the training of manpower needs to address particular duties 
and vocations. 
 
2. Is There Any Need For Art Education in Our School Curriculum? 

In order words, what forms the objectives for art education?  These are derived from societal 
needs and goal viz: economic values, transmitting of cultural heritage; social improvement; personal 
fulfillment etc.  These are transmitted to the student through the art teacher.  The curriculum suggests 
or provides data on aids, sources within the discipline, and the methodology used to carry out 
objectives. 
 
3. What Should Be Included in the Curriculum Content? 

The content of the curriculum are derived from societal needs.  The materials to be used 
should also be available in the immediate society, or close enough or such that can enable 
improvisation, especially in teaching Visual Art Education. 
 
4. How Would the Content of the Curriculum be Implemented? 

Methods to be used in the teaching/learning situation are also suggested in the curriculum.  
Subject specialists provide information on the most effective ways to impart the knowledge and skills 
to the learners. 
 
5. How is it Determined if the Curriculum is Effective and At the Same Time Addressing the 

Development it is Designed to Achieve? 
The curriculum development process must take into cognizance, evaluation procedure and 

suggest ways of evaluating the programme.  It is through examination, observations, interview, 
continuous assessment, home work or a combination of evaluation procedure.  These must be 
followed in developing an effective curriculum. Thus, the art teacher knows exactly what needs to be 
taught as spelt-out by the curriculum and is not a cross road on what to do and how to do it.  In a class 
where there are no visual art teachers, the class teachers armed with an art curriculum will have a 
direction to follow in carrying out teaching tasks and how to integrate it to other subject areas. 
 
Art As a Profession 
Profession and Art: 

Profession is described as a kind of work or occupation for which people must have a special 
training.  Guidford, (1950)   further explains that an occupation is a vocation that one engages in often 
till retirement.  It is a job by which one earns a living from time immemorial, people have engaged in 
one profession or the other. For example; Teaching, Nursing, Sewing, Engineering, etc are 
professions for which special training are received.  Art is no less a profession than others so listed, in 
fact it is one of the oldest profession of the human race.  From the period of Stone Age, man has 
engaged himself in the various aspects of the art painting on rocks, inside caves, carving tools etc.  In 
those early beginning, these activities were not regarded as a vocation perse.  The need for 
professionalism arose as man advanced in development and became civilized.  He therefore saw the 
need for train people to be masters or specialist in various fields for thorough understanding.  
Knowledge thus acquired would be used for the needs of the society.  Vocational training too 
underwent stages of development to the highly professional field that exist today.  Visual Art should 
be seen as one of the oldest professions and attention should be given to it (Jegede, 1988). 
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Suggestions 

As improvement in all other sectors of learning, new problems arise to the best methods of 
instruction in dealing with art education in our schools and colleges.  The problems of selecting the 
best activities, equipment and subject matter calls for our immediate attention.  The questions we have 
to consider are:  What is the best of art to meet with the demands of our present society?  What kind 
of approach to art will help prepare the students for a career, which will gain him means of livelihood 
and at the same time enable him to render his obligation?  The importance of all branches of art 
expressions in the commercial and industrial development of this age has emphasized the need for 
reorganizing art teaching in our institutions. 
 
Conclusion 

Visual Art has been with man for a long time and they are inseparable.  Art has great 
relevance in the human quest for technological advancement. 
 
Recommendations 

The visual Art is a skilled profession irrespective of whether artists are born or made, a good 
level of training is necessary for the skill to be made manifest for those who train artists, it should be 
noted that people take to certain profession for various reasons.  Some purely for economic reward, 
others may be because the training requirement, which ever method of training is employed. There is 
the need to consider the needs, values and personality characteristics of the applicant before 
enrolment. Visual art department or class should not be a dumping ground for unserious students.  
Evaluation at the training level will go a long way to nip in the bud problems of substandard works, 
forgery and the incursion of charlatans into the profession.  
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